Leduc, Natalie
03/02/2018
Interview Summary
Interviewed 03/02/2018 by Kayt Gochenaur at Will Rogers
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Natalie Leduc neé Bombard was born in Saranac Lake in 1930. Her mother was Charlo e Li lejohn
Bombard who was an accomplished seamstress, and her grandfather, James Li lejohn, was one of the
rst New York State forest rangers. Saranac Lake is in her blood, and it means everything to her. Natalie
a ended the River Street Elementary School which is now a part of North Country Community College.
She remembers being badly bullied as a girl, and how her good friend Charlie Sporck would walk her to
school. When she was s ll young her grandmother went to Florida and sent her two small alligators,
which she used to walk down the street on yarn leashes. She used to play in Pine Ridge Cemetery where
she has vivid memory of many Memorial Day celebra ons. She remembers wri ng le ers to troops on
ssue thin paper that you could mail with a one cent stamp, called victory mail, and bringing co ee and
donuts to soldiers coming into Saranac Lake on the train. Her father used to go to the top of Hotel
Saranac to iden fy any aircra that might be ying overhead, and she used to have to take his dinner
down during the blackouts at night. She later moved to Riverside Drive where she lived un l she was
married. The only me she lived away from Saranac Lake was when she went to Saint Lawrence
University. In 1949, while she was at Saint Lawrence, Natalie's father drowned. Natalie had her own
children in the ies, and it was as if she was a single mother. Of Saranac Lake, she says it is, “All that I
am, all that I’ve been.”
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